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Free Soil
World map of high-tech waste
Working in many ways as media-based ar-
tists, we found it relevant to question the im-
pact on the environment of the tools we use 
and of our practice. This led us to question 
the local and global impact of the high-tech 
industry, an industry that is often conside-
red clean but in fact uses a vast amount of 
natural resources, electricity and produces 
gigantic amounts of toxic electronic waste.
 In 2006 we did a bio diesel bus tour of 
Silicon Valley to investigate these issues 
on the ground (see figure below). One of 
the first things we learned was that Silicon 
Valley has the most soil pollution in the US 
due to the high-tech industry. Our research 
has since broadened to look into the wider 
geographic implications – where do the 
minerals used in personal computers come 
from, and what happens after the equip-
ment is discarded? One of the results is the 
world map of the high-tech industry shown 
on the centre-spread.

 Departing in Silicon Valley, the studies 
became global and related to issues of en-
vironmental justice, labour rights and a ra-
pidly changing landscape above, as well as 
underground.

Free Soil 
Free Soil is an international hybrid col-
laboration of artists, activists, researchers 
and gardeners who take a participatory role 
in the transformation of our environment. 
Free Soil fosters discourse, develops pro-
jects and gives support for critical art prac-
tices that reflect and change the urban and 
natural environment. We believe art can be 
a catalyst for social awareness and positive 
change. Read more at www.free-soil.org 

Free soil is Amy Franceschini (USA), Stijn 
Schiffeleers (Belgium) and Nis Rømer 
(Denmark). Free soil was founded 2005. 
E-mail: nisroemer@gmail.com
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